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our country’s fiscal problems. | urge my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to act as
soon as possible, in a fiscally sound way, to
prevent serious consequences for current and
future generations.

—
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Thursday, May 11, 2006

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to speak about Emilio
Leyva Pérez, a political prisoner in totalitarian
Cuba.

Mr. Leyva Pérez is a pro-democracy activist,
President of the opposition group Hard Front
Line and a delegate of the pro-freedom coali-
tion Assembly to Promote Civil Society. Be-
cause of Mr. Leyva Pérez’s steadfast convic-
tion in human liberty and his constant work to
bring freedom to an island enslaved by the
nightmare that is the Castro regime, he has
been a constant target of the dictatorship.

Amnesty International classified him as a
prisoner of conscience after he was arrested
by the terrorist regime on February 22, 2002.
He was locked in the totalitarian gulag for over
2 years, without ever being convicted of a
supposed “crime.”

The U.S. Department of State’s Country Re-
ports on Human Rights Practices—2005, de-
scribes the deplorable conditions in the totali-
tarian gulag, “Prison conditions continued to
be harsh and life threatening. Conditions in
detention facilities also were harsh. Prison au-
thorities frequently beat, neglected, isolated,
and denied medical treatment to detainees
and prisoners, particularly those convicted of
political crimes or those who persisted in ex-
pressing their views . . . Prisoners sometimes
were held in “punishment cells,” which usually
were located in the basement of a prison, with
continuous semi-dark conditions, no available
water, and only a hole for a toilet.”

Despite over 2 years in this hellish gulag,
Mr. Leyva Pérez never wavered in his commit-
ment to freedom for all Cubans. As part of the
tyrant's heinous July 2005 crackdown on
peaceful pro-democracy opponents, on July
13, 2005, Mr. Leyva Pérez and other opposi-
tion activists were detained whilst commemo-
rating the “13 de Marzo” tugboat sinking of
1994, when the dictatorship murdered dozens
of unarmed men, women and children. Once
again, the tyranny has locked Mr. Leyva Pérez
in the totalitarian gulag awaiting “trial.”

Mr. Leyva Pérez is one of the many heroes
of the peaceful Cuban democratic movement
who are locked in the dungeons of the dicta-
torship for their beliefs. They are symbols of
freedom and democracy who will always be
remembered when freedom reigns again in
Cuba. His bravery and courage in defiance of
tyranny serve as a tragic reminder that the to-
talitarian gulags are full of men and women of
all backgrounds and ages who represent the
best of the Cuban nation.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Leyva Pérez is suffering in
a grotesque gulag because he believes in
freedom, democracy and human rights. My
colleagues, it is categorically unacceptable
that peaceful pro-democracy activists are lan-
guishing in the depraved prisons of tyrants.
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Thursday, May 11, 2006

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Father Brendan Nally. | am
proud to join with the members of Our Lady of
the Rosary in Clinton, Massachusetts in salut-
ing him with a special celebration of his retire-
ment as well as the 50th Anniversary of his
Ordination to the priesthood in the Catholic
Church.

Since 1989, Father Nally has served as
Pastor of “Holy Rosary,” as the Church lo-
cated in the Acre District of Clinton is known.
As the one priest assigned to the Parish dur-
ing the past 17 years, Father Nally has sin-
gularly ministered to the spiritual needs of all
the parishioners—saying all the daily and
weekly Masses, performing all the religious
sacraments and ceremonies including bap-
tisms, weddings and funerals, visiting the sick
and elderly, as well as performing all the ad-
ministrative tasks and duties required for the
operation of the Church. Throughout this pe-
riod, Father Nally has endeared himself not
only to the many families and members of his
Parish but to countless citizens of the Town of
Clinton.

As a recognized community leader, Father
Nally has been a strong supporter of the local
youth of the town. In addition to coordinating
and overseeing a strong religious education
program for the children of Holy Rosary, he
has ensured that a program of other youth ac-
tivities be maintained. He has also been a
loyal fan and booster of the local school ath-
letic teams, attending and cheering on the
town’s athletes to victory. When the Clinton
Public Schools needed a clergy member to
participate in the Baccalaureate Exercises for
graduating seniors, Father Nally was there.
Whenever other organizations needed help,
Father Nally was only too glad to be of assist-
ance—as, for example, when a local Alco-
holics Anonymous chapter or an lIrish step-
dancing group needed a meeting place and
the parish hall was made available to them.

As if he didn't already have enough duties
and obligations to fulfill during his busy days,
Father Nally also answered the call and
served for a number of years as Chaplain to
the Massachusetts Department of Corrections
Pre-Release Center in the nearby town of
Lancaster.

Prior to his most recent assignment as Pas-
tor of Our Lady of the Rosary, Father Nally
had served as a Pastor and Associate Pastor
at a number of other Parishes throughout the
Diocese of Worcester in Central Massachu-
setts. Additionally, his priestly service included
periods as a faculty member and Headmaster
at several Catholic High Schools in the region.

A native of Fitchburg, Massachusetts, Fa-
ther Nally attended LaSalette Preparatory
Seminary and LaSalette Major Seminary in
Ipswich, Massachusetts and was ordained a
Priest on May 5, 1956.

The 50th Anniversary of Father Nally’s Ordi-
nation as a Priest, and his remarkable record
of outstanding service to the Church, certainly
deserves to be applauded and celebrated. His
rich legacy of religious ministry and service
has touched and improved the lives of so
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many people, and | am truly honored to offer
my personal thanks and congratulations. |
know that my colleagues will join me in paying
tribute to this wonderful man of God and in ex-
tending very best wishes for a retirement
blessed with continued health and happiness
to Father Brendan Nally.
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Mrs. CUBIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize May 12th, 2006 as National Childcare
Provider Appreciation Day. Child care pro-
viders are all too often unsung heroes. Yet
early childhood is a critical developmental pe-
riod for children and it takes a special person
to work in this field. The contribution of
childcare providers to the quality of family life
is certainly deserving of recognition by this
body.

Started in 1996 by a group of volunteers,
National Childcare Provider Appreciation Day
is appropriately celebrated each year on the
Friday before Mother's Day. This recognition
takes many forms, including state and munic-
ipal government proclamations, local media
coverage, business and community events,
and the personal acknowledgment of providers
by parents.

The childcare profession not only plays a
critical role in supporting healthy families and
children, but is also a key part of the econ-
omy. A recent National Child Care Association
study shows that there are at least 2.8 million
people who earn their living by teaching or
caring for young children. It is also estimated
that of the 21 million children under age 6 in
America, 13 million are in child care at least
part-time. An additional 24 million school-age
children are in some form of child care outside
of school-time.

| am proud to recognize Wyoming childcare
providers and their efforts to make Wyoming'’s
bright future even brighter through their dedi-
cated care. In a state with wide open spaces,
Wyoming’s daycare providers have wide open
arms with which they embrace our children to
help them grow and prosper.

With that, | commend our nation’s childcare
providers and invite my colleagues to do the
same on National Childcare Provider Appre-
ciation Day.

———

STATEMENT HONORING THE TOWN
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Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to pay tribute to the Town of
Canton, Connecticut, on the occasion of its
200th Anniversary on May 20, 2006.

While the Town of Canton officially cele-
brates its bicentennial on this date, the com-
munity that became Canton actually traces its
roots as far back as 1737, when it was known
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